
building
homes & hope 

every mother
deserves to know her children have
a safe place to call home. 

Ketty and her son, Diego, will be the first family to move into
our next 16-home community, Poling Gardens. 
Read their story on Page 4 

Fall 2022



e 

is a  third-generation Manatee County native who cherishes her deep-rooted connection to the
community. Currently a lobbyist at The Southern Group, Michelle has a well rounded background in
marketing, education, and philanthropy. 

She joined Manatee County Habitat for Humanity’s board in 2020 after volunteering on the Strategic
Planning Committee. She is excited to take on this new role as we enter a period of resurgence.
Michelle hopes to continue to grow our board to bring in new ideas and perspectives. “One of my
goals as the chair is to make sure that everyone in Manatee County, whether they can or can’t, wants
to donate their time, money, and resources to our organization,” said Michelle.

Exciting New Changes
at Manatee Habitat

Our new board chair, Michelle Grimsley,

Bernie began leading the Manatee County Habitat for Humanity team in April 2022. Before
joining us, he developed a proven track record as a leader through his time at Grace
Community Church in Rochester, New Hampshire where he served as the lead pastor for
nineteen years.  Bernie has also spent his career developing responses to address affordable
homeownership and homelessness at various other non-profit organizations including
Habitat for Humanity Lee and Hendry Counties. 

With a Master's Degree in Psychology, Bernie brings a unique skill set to Manatee Habitat that
has been key to his ability to push our mission forward. "Together we can expand our impact
and help more homeowners achieve the strength, stability, and independence they need to
build a better future for themselves and their families," said Bernie. 

joined our board September 2022. She works  at CareerSource Suncoast as a  Director
of Economic and Business Development. Karima’s understanding of the need that exists
within the underserved portions of our community enables her to bring a unique
perspective to the Manatee Habitat team.

Cathy Palmer

Meet our new CEO—Bernie Quinn 

Karima Habity

is one of our newest board members. As a real estate professional at Michael Saunders & Co,
she is passionate about helping hard-working families achieve the dream of home ownership, so
when she heard about the work that Manatee Habitat does, she decided to get involved. She is
eager to contribute to Manatee Habitat by providing expertise on how the collaborative
relationships between real estate developers and sales staff cultivate successful communities. 

Board Directors
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Poling Gardens
At a time when safe, affordable homes are difficult to find in
our community, Manatee County Habitat for Humanity is
delighted to announce we are starting construction on
Poling Gardens very soon! Located in a Racially and
Ethnically Concentrated Area of Poverty (RECAP), this
former tomato farm will soon be a bustling construction site
that will house sixteen Manatee Habitat families by mid-
2025.

We’ll spend a few months preparing the site so that by early
2023, we can break ground on the first house for Ketty,
who has been earning sweat equity hours since 2019 and
hopes to move in with her son, Diego, by late 2024. Soon
after, we’ll start Teresa and Brandon’s home. You can read
their stories in the upcoming pages.

We will build our three-bedroom, two-bathroom homes to a
high standard providing insulation, energy efficiency, and
durability that will keep electricity and maintenance costs
low for these first-time homeowners.

Manatee Habitat...

 receives an average of 

83 calls per month 
 from families hoping to qualify for a

Habitat home.

 the average cost of a single-family
home is

$517,193* 

1 in 2* 
renting families pay  30% or more of

their monthly income on rent

has a list of 

58 families 
 who have been prequalified for our

homeownership program.

In Manatee County,

Our volunteers and prospective homeowners
preparing Poling Gardens for construction. 

With such a critical need in our county, we have set an ambitious goal of building at least ten new houses each year.
Therefore, we seek additional volunteers and donors to help us provide the opportunity for affordable homeonwership to as
many families as possible.

Funding for Poling Gardens was provided, in part, by a Manatee County Community Development Block Grant.

For information on Poling Gardens, visit our website, manateehabitat.org.

*Source: Realtor Association Manatee County and United Way Suncoast
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Women Build 2023

After becoming a single mother, Ketty had no home, no
credit, and was struggling to get approved for an apartment.
She was staying at a family member’s home and sharing a
bed with her son while she reached out to apartment
complex after apartment complex. 

“I didn’t know anything,” said Ketty. “When you become a
single mother, no one tells you, ‘Go here if you don’t have
credit’ or ‘go there for assistance.’ You just have to figure it
out on your own.”

In the meantime, her then 7-year-old son, Diego, was
struggling with moving out of his childhood home and not
having his own room for the first time in his life. His grades
were slipping and Ketty noticed a decline in his social life.
But after applying to dozens of apartments, she found a
generous property manager who was willing to listen to her
story and overlook her lack of credit. She was finally able to
secure an apartment for her and Diego. 

While Ketty was grateful that they had a roof over their head,
she still yearned to provide the same sense of home for
Diego that he felt at his childhood house. So, when they
moved in, she made sure to assure him that their new
apartment was just temporary. 

Motivated by her son, Ketty attended a course for first-time
homeowners at StepUp Suncoast and after telling her story,
they recommended that she apply for Habitat’s
homeownership program. 

In 2019, Ketty began her journey to becoming a  homeowner
by reaching out to Manatee Habitat. Soon enough, she got

accepted into
the program,
began her
sweat equity
hours and
found a
community to
support her. 

“Meeting
other
prospective
homeowners
and hearing
what they've
  been through has made me feel as if I’m not alone,” said Ketty. 

Today, she works at the bank and is steadily building her credit.
Diego has a scholarship to a local private school and
participates in soccer and art when not focused on academics. 
In every step of her journey at Manatee Habitat, Ketty is
reinvigorated in her dream of owning a home. She has faith that
the day will come when she and Diego will finally enjoy the
security and stability of homeownership. 

“I thank God every day that I never lost hope because that’s
what led me to Habitat,” said Ketty. 

Our 2023 Women Build is made possible in part by Bank of
America. 

Ketty and her son will be the first family to move into our next 16-home
community, Poling Gardens. 

Get involved in  our 2023 Women Build by visiting
manateehabitat.org/womenbuild.

Thank you
to everyone who  made our 2021 Veteran Build possible.
On Saturday, July 30, Manatee Habitat had the honor of
dedicating a 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom home for Army
Veteran, Terry. On Wednesday, August 10, Terry closed
on his new home.

Terry’s moving message made the years of hard work that
we all put into his home worth it: ‘Instead of defending the
American dream, I can actually live it.”

The culmination of another successful
Veteran Build,  a crowd gathers to bless
Terry's home.
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Ketty, 2023 Women Build
homebuyer



Faith Build 2023
“I have been trying to secure a home since before my son
was born,” said Teresa who is a single mother to her 15-
year-old son, Brandon. “I wanted to give so much more to my
precious son.”

Brandon is an ambitious and self-motivated 9th-grader who
aspires to become an engineer. Between homework, track
and field, and making time for friends, he maintains quite a
busy schedule. 

Soon, Teresa knows that she will be sending her son off to
get a degree in engineering, and having an affordable
consistent mortgage will put her in a better position to do so.

Unsatisfied with her current apartment and landlords,
Tereasa set out to find a home that would bring her family a
sense of stability and belonging. She first reached out to
Manatee Habitat in February 2018 after hearing about our
program from another Habitat homeowner. Having missed
the open application period, she kept reaching out year after
year until she finally got an interview. And in February 2022,
she was accepted into the program. 

As Teresa and Brandon approach their closing day, they are
both dreaming of everything that having a home will allow
them to do. They can’t wait to grow their family by adopting a
dog, which isn’t permitted in their current apartment.  Teresa
is also excited for Brandon to bring his friends over and be
proud of the place that they call home. 

Most of all, she looks forward to not having to worry about
the rising rental market and what that will mean for her ability
to make ends meet.

Teresa and her 15-year-old son, Brandon

During her days at the construction site earing sweat equity,
Teresa is always astonished at the volunteers who come out
every week to work on the Habitat homes. She recognizes
that they could be using their time and skills to earn income
for themselves, but she is grateful that they choose to give
back to people like herself. 

“I didn’t know how we could ever make it,” said Teresa. “But
by God’s love and goodness, we are finally going to have our
own home.” 

To learn more about our 2023 Faith Build visit
manateehabitat.org/faithbuild. 

Critical Home Repairs
In the past year, we have completed 26 Critical Home
Repairs.

Manatee Habitat's Critical Home Repair team continues their mission to
allow for homeowners to continue to live in their homes for years to
come. Our repair services include replacing major home systems
including roofing, siding, windows, or plumbing. We also help seniors
age in place by providing ADA compliant accessibility accommodations
such as wheelchair ramps, decks with modified steps and upgraded
bathrooms,  with easy access showers and grab bars.

 “By God’s love and goodness, we are finally going to have our own home.” 

Janice enjoys her new deck with easy access
steps and a shelf where she can rest her
laundry while she climbs the staircase. 
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The House the ReStore Built
The funds raised through YOUR ReStore shopping and donations helped build
Blonetha’s 1-bedroom, 1-bathroom home. 

Currently living in an apartment, Blonetha has always
dreamed of owning a house. In fact, she keeps a list of goals
which she refers to as her ‘prayer list’, and having a home
was her very last aspiration.

Blonetha is a Ft. Lauderdale native who spent her career as
a library clerk before deciding to relocate to Bradenton with
her husband in 2005 and become a part-time caregiver. 

However, when her husband became ill and their medical
bills began piling up, her final prayer list goal of owning a
home seemingly became less of a reality. In an effort to
keep up with their medical bills, Blonetha got a second job
at Walmart, taking on strenuous workdays as a warehouse
worker.

After becoming a widow, she moved into her current
apartment, where she has lived for the past five years.
Even after her life took an unexpected turn, Blonetha never
lost hope for her final prayer list goal. She decided to reach
out to Manatee Habitat after holding on to our business
card for a few years. 

Now two years later, Blonetha has found a community at
Manatee Habitat. She values the close connections she’s
made with other prospective homeowners, staff, and
volunteers. She is overjoyed to finally be so close to
achieving her dream of owning a home.

“It makes me feel whole and at peace to have a legacy I can
leave my daughters,” said Blonetha. “I feel like I’m more in
control of my life.”. 

VISIT OUR STORE
5108 15th St. E.

Bradenton, FL 34203

Hours:
Monday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Call for a FREE
donation pick-up
(941) 355-7082

Blonetha, 2022 ReStore Build homebuyer
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KBR Foundation

Leave a legacy
that will support Manatee Habitat today and beyond your lifetime 
Bev Clapper has made monthly gifts to Manatee County Habitat for Humanity for
almost 20 years. Set up to occur automatically on the 13th of each month, her
donations play an important role in Habitat’s ability to build houses with local families in
need of affordable home ownership. 

Best of all, she has set no limits on how it’s used. “My husband told me, ‘You give the
money, and you don’t tell them how to use it,’” said Bev. 

While her monthly donations make tremendous impact, the bequest she  has included
in her will is likely the largest contribution she’ll ever make to Manatee Habitat.

“I like that Habitat is giving people a hand, not just handing over a house,” said Beverly.
She believes it is critical that hard-working people who don’t make a great deal of
money still have a chance at the American dream.

She doesn’t consider herself handy enough to help build a home. “This is how I do my
part,” she said with a smile. 

Bev Clapper, Manatee Habitat
legacy donor

Thank you
Every gift helps families in need of decent affordable housing.

Bev’s legacy will make a difference long after she is no longer with us, changing the lives of those who come after her.

Volunteer with us! 
Help us build homes, futures, and hope in
Manatee County. 

No experience is required to volunteer, we’ll teach you everything you
need to know. You don't just have to lift a hammer to help. We are
always looking for construction volunteers but you can also volunteer
at our ReStore or at our next community event. 

Visit manateehabitat.org/volunteer to learn more! 

Manatee Habitat volunteers pose for
group photo.
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recycle your idle vehicle
Donate your vehicle to help a family repair their home and build
strength, stability and self-reliance for the future.

(877) 277-4344 habitat.org/carsforhome

every donation
creates the opportunity to build a better life

Scan to donate to Poling
Gardens

Shop. Save. Repeat
Furniture | Household items | Appliances | Building Materials

5108 15th St. E., Bradenton
Monday-Saturday
10a.m. - 6:30p.m.

manateehabitatrestore.com

Save $10 off 
a $50 or more purchase 

Present at the time of purchase. 
Valid until 12/23/2022


