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Summer 2022

Thanks to a $50,000 matching challenge from
Bradenton Kiwanis,

your donations can make Stephanie’s dream a beautiful reality.

Donate today at MANATEEHABITAT.ORG



Critical Home Repairs
Every family deserves a safe place to call home

Imagine being long retired, living on a small social 
security retirement and finding yourself in need of a 
new roof or windows or even an access ramp and not  
having the funds to do the work. Not something for 
the faint of heart! If windows leak continually,
it will lead to mold issues which eventually
will cause even larger repair issues. 

We have many requests every week from local 
homeowners who have repair issues that need to 
be addressed. Grant funding from Manatee County, 
Bradenton and Palmetto help to fund the projects 
and our amazing and dedicated volunteers do 
the work. The Critical Home Repair teams work 
regularly together, do a first class job, become 
friends and believe in the mission that everyone 
deserves a safe place to live.

The access ramps we build are designed for each 
home individually. The pieces are cut at our Depot 
in Palmetto, and when possible, smaller sections 
are prebuilt there also. On location the fittings are 
installed, the ramp is graded to fit exactly in the 
carport or from the porch and then the railings
are attached and secured in place at the end. 
One sweet homeowner was concerned the ramp 
headed toward the street, thinking her aged and 
mostly blind chihuahua might end up in the street. 
Our volunteers gathered up the end cuts from the 
ramp build and put together a tiny little chihuahua 
ramp. Now both homeowner and puppy have safe 
access to the home! 

All potential critical home repair homeowners must 
meet strict eligibility guidelines. 
For more information contact
sboddy@manateehabitat.org 

Steve, Tom and Roger repairing a soffit
on a critical repair home.

Saving the existing local housing inventory is an 
important huge part of our mission. It’s more
efficient to repair what’s already here. 

Since January 2021

31
Families received critical 

home repairs

& 217
Volunteers

16,630 hours
have contributed

Access Ramps   7
Bathrooms   3
New Roofs  6
Soffit/Fascia  5
Windows   78
Exterior Doors  20
Termite Control   4
Floors   1
Plumbing & AC  3
Veterans helped  4

MANATEEHABITAT.ORG



The Palmetto Triangle
We Are Building

Congratulations

Over the coming months, Manatee Habitat will move 
forward to complete a community we call “The 
Palmetto Triangle.” Located near the intersection of 
10th St. W. and Hwy. 41 in Palmetto, it will house five 
new Habitat families. Our Veteran Build, completed 
last year, will be home to Terry, a decorated Army vet 
and owner of Bibbins Tae Kwon Do. Terry grew up 
nearby and is excited to move in this summer. 

Down the street a bit, Blonetha’s house, known 
as “The House the ReStore Built,” will be a one-
bedroom, one-bath home. A retired librarian, 
Blonetha looks forward to relaxing with some good 
books and hosting family once her house is complete.

Next door to Terry, Yvette and her son José will finally 
live in a house where José, who uses a wheelchair, 
can care for himself while his mom is at work. 
The home will be built especially for his needs: it 
incorporates broader doorways, lower countertops, 
and other accessibility features. The walls will include 
ICF blocks inscribed with prayers, Bible verses, 
and good wishes from dozens of members of local 
churches.

Stephanie, a 30-year old widow raising four children, 
can’t wait to move into her family’s first house. She 
and her kids will be able to spread out into their 
own bedrooms and have a yard to play in and hold 
gatherings of family and friends.

The final home, a three-bedroom two bath ranch 
home, will belong to LaShawn’te, who has three 
children. A Children First employee for many years, 
LaShawn’te currently is working on her Bachelor’s 
Degree. 

We plan to finish all five homes by next summer.
Next stop: Poling Gardens!

Evelyn and Vanessa setting the foundation 
boards for Yvette & Jose’s home

to home owner Kelli who paid off her 
Manatee Habitat mortgage in just 
nine years!

“The interest free 
mortgage combined 
with the very 
reasonable price 
for the house 
allowed me to 
provide for my 
children with 
a beautiful 
roof over their 
heads.”



“The greatest use of life is to spend it for something 
that will outlast it.”  William James

Support Manatee County Habitat for Humanity with 
a legacy gift that will change lives forever: because 
everyone deserves a decent place to live.

For information about making a gift in your will or to 
learn more about creative ways to support Manatee 
Habitat, contact Emily Lane at
(941) 748-9100 ext. 109 or
elane@manateehabitat.org

1901 Manatee Ave W. Bradenton, 34205 

5108 15th Street East, Suite #301  |  Bradenton, FL 34203
Donation hotline: 941.355.7082 
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Leave a legacy

Manatee 
Habitat’s next 

16 home green 
community 

breaking 
ground late

in 2022

Shop. Save. Repeat

Poling Gardens


