
Letter from the Treasurer, Barry Berman (Also a Construction Volunteer since 2009!)
As we begin the second half of the current fiscal year, Manatee Habitat is well positioned to meet or exceed not 
only its business plan, but also its financial plan.

The initial plan called for:
• The completion and sale of five homes for new Habitat homeowners 
• Twenty critical home projects for local community members with homes in need  
     of repair 
• The relocation of our ReStore to a new, improved and more accessible location 
• Continuation of the planning and fund raising for a new community in the Samoset  
     area of Bradenton
• The development of funding sources to support all these goals

This seems like the perfect time to revisit those goals to see how we have progressed, 
and what remains to be done.
• Two homes on 17th Ave. W. in Bradenton closed in July 2018. The first received a corporate sponsorship 

from Boar’s Head. Sun Hydraulics was the corporate sponsor of the second home.
• Using funds from a City of Bradenton Community Block grant, the rehab team was able to complete ten 

home repair projects.
• The ReStores formerly located on Hardin and Cortez have been relocated to the ReStore on SR 70.  Opening 

in early August, the store has experienced consistently increasing activity in donations, customers served, 
and sales.

• Planning for the Poling Gardens development has continued as the staff works with county officials to 
overcome what once seemed like insurmountable roadblocks.

In addition to these past successes, there are a great number of other activities that are particularly noteworthy 
going forward.
• The Faith build home on 11th Ave. E. in Bradenton was completed in early January. Sponsorship for this 

home came from a coalition of ten diverse faith organizations that came together not only to fund, but also 
to build this home. In addition, Beall’s was a corporate sponsor on this home.

• A home on 16th St. W. in Palmetto is currently under construction with corporate sponsorship from Sun 
Hydraulics. It is anticipated this home will be completed prior to June 30th.

• Construction on a home on 30th St. East in Palmetto will begin shortly.
• The rehab team continues to work on various critical home projects, ranging from bathroom rebuilds to 

roof replacements.
• Concurrent with the opening of the new ReStore, a team of staff members and volunteers was selected 

by The Patterson Foundation to participate in a 30-month business planning and fund-raising program 
called the Margin & Mission Initiative. Manatee Habitat was one of five non-profits selected. The business 
plan targeted an initial fundraising goal of $130,000 to support equipment, technology and marketing 
improvements for the ReStore. To date, more than $110,000 has been raised.

• Over $100,000 has been raised to offset the initial pre-development costs associated with the infrastructure 
needs of the Poling Gardens community in Samoset. In addition, Manatee County is working closely with 
staff with a goal of submitting a request for a Community Block Grant in March 2019. The target date for 
beginning home construction remains early 2020.

With all these results in place Manatee Habitat is well ahead, or right on track, for this year’s goals, but we are 
always looking forward and seeking new opportunities to fund and support the ongoing mission. It is through 
the continued support of our contributors, our staff, and our volunteers that we are able to continue working to 
improve the lives of the families in our community.
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Sun Hydraulics volunteers with homebuyers Markisha (left) and Tomacita (center) on the jobsite.



NEWS
in Review

Interfaith Build Home in Washington Park Dedicated Nov. 17
The home build supported by ten faith organizations and sponsored by Beall’s, Inc. was dedicated to 
the Kendall Family before a large crowd of volunteers, staff, sponsors, friends, family and neighbors 
on November 17th. Jackie Kendall spoke for the family, including her husband Marvin and grandson 
Marcus and shared their joy and thanks for the opportunity to build their new home together with so 
much support and love from all who participated. Several faith leaders spoke at the dedication and told 
their personal stories of building together under all kinds of conditions, but unanimously they said it 
was a labor of love and that everyone benefited from sharing in the project. The first Manatee Habitat 
Interfaith Build was a success, thanks to Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, Faith United Church 
of Christ, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Harvest United Methodist Church, The Islamic Society of 
Sarasota and Bradenton, Knights of Columbus Council - Our Lady of Angels Catholic Church, St. 
Armand’s Key Lutheran Church, St. Joseph Catholic Church, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Trinity 
Lutheran Church and Beall’s Inc. and the Kendall family who all donated the treasure, talents and 
time with joy.  

Home Repair Makes Getting Around Much Easier
Vera Brown, a resident of her Bradenton home on 14th St. 
East since 1959, was unable to get around her house easily 
using either her walker or wheelchair. The carpet was so 
old and worn that she was constantly tripping. She called 
Manatee County Habitat for Humanity. Our volunteers 
John Smith, Bob Hrabovecky, Ed Wenzke, and Bud Rives 
were happy to help install brand new flooring in her entire house, under the direction of Rehab 
Manager, Paul Adamski. Vera is absolutely thrilled with her new floor. She is so grateful to Manatee 
Habitat for Humanity for creating a safe space for her to get around her home. She said, “Everyone 
was just so wonderful, and kind and they did an absolutely beautiful job installing my new floor. I just 
LOVE it! Thank you, Manatee Habitat for Humanity!”

MLK Day Brings Samoset Community Together to Help
Manatee Habitat’s neighborhood revitalization work is all about building bridges toward sustainable communities. This holistic approach to 
serving families enables us to connect a neighborhood’s need for affordable housing with an overarching framework designed to improve overall 

quality of life.  An opportunity to do just that was to participate in the annual MLK Day of Service. 

Through funding from the Florida Legislature and State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota (SCF), 
Manatee Habitat joined a nationwide effort to transform the federal holiday honoring Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. into a day in which people make a difference in their communities. On Saturday, 
January 19th, Manatee Habitat worked in partnership with the Samoset Neighborhood Association 
to provide free smoke alarms and emergency preparedness kits to over 50 Samoset homeowners. 
Southern Manatee Fire & Rescue came out to promote fire safety with a community demonstration, 
and to provide valuable information on disaster preparedness. 

With over 75 volunteers from the community, Manatee Habitat installed over 100 smoke alarms 
and picked up more than 30 large trash bags of litter in the Samoset Neighborhood. Finishing off 
with a community cookout and block party, the MLK Day of Service was an incredibly special event 
that brought volunteers and community members together to honor Dr. King’s legacy and continue 
building his dream of a “Beloved Community”.

Shiraz Hassan of the Islamic Society of Sarasota 
& Bradenton addresses attendees at the 
Interfaith Build Dedication ceremony.

Kim Levine from Bealls, Inc. presents a 
commemorative photo to the Kendalls.

Vera Brown and Lily, her daughter at her home

MLK Volunteers take to the streets in 
Neighborhood Clean Up



My name is Tomacita Luna. I am the administrative secretary at an elementary school in Manatee County. I have 
been with the school district for 25 years. I have raised 6 children, 4 biological and 2 step children. I consider 
them my own because I raised them from the time they were 2 and 6 years old. Five of my children are grown 
now and have their own families. They have good jobs. 

I am raising my youngest son Danny, who is a freshman in High School. He is currently playing soccer and loves 
it. I have been waiting for a long time, 7 years, re-establishing my credit by myself after my divorce. To own my 
own home would be a dream come true. Owning my own home would be a blessing not only for me and my 
son who is still at home, but for my children and grandchildren. My family and friends are happy that Manatee 
Habitat is giving me this opportunity and are also very willing to help me build my home.

New Habitat Home Under Construction in Palmetto 
Answers Homebuyer’s Dream

Upcoming Events: Mark your Calendar!

Friday, May 3, 2019 | 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Food, open bar, entertainment, auction and raffles 

Habitat ReStore on SR 70
5108 15th St. E., Bradenton

Tickets $45 at manateehabitat.org

Join us for the fourth annual ReStore Spaces to benefit Manatee County 
Habitat for Humanity. ReStore Spaces is designed to showcase Manatee 
Habitat ReStores and to build awareness of what Habitat has to offer 
in our ReStores that raises money for affordable housing in Manatee 
County.  Teams will compete to create rooms utilizing donated items, 
which will be refurbished and repurposed, from the Habitat ReStore. 
The rooms will highlight the endless possibilities that the ReStore 
has to offer. Join us for the Reveal Party for this unique, creative and 
exciting event!

Fri., March 8, 2019 | 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
The Grove, 10670 Boardwalk Loop, LWR

Keynote Speaker Teresa Mast has broken the stereotypical boundaries 
by owning and running her own construction company in a male-
dominated industry for 26 years. Manatee Habitat Achievement Award 
winner Yesenia Garcia-Lorenzano will share her touching story of 
perseverance and strength. Come celebrate the contributions of women 
around the world and in our community on this special day.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Social Hour, Raffle Prizes Display, Cash Bar   

                            Available, Manatee Habitat Exhibits

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Luncheon, Speakers, and Award Presentation

1:00 p.m. Raffle Drawings - many unique items and experiences!

Tickets are $40 at www.manateehabitat.org (click 
“support us”) or contact Amy Van Dell at 

941.748.9100 x107 or 
avandell@manateehabitat.org.

YOU’RE INVITED!
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY LUNCHEON

Sponsored by:

Teresa Mast Yesenia Garcia-Lorenzano

Update: ReStore Spaces Event
Moved to May 3rd, 2019!



Presents

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
ON THE BEACH

Calling all Volunteers! Please join us as we say thank you!

MARCH 27  |  4 PM - 7 PM  |  EMERSON POINT PAVILION #1
5801 17TH ST W., PALMETTO

You and a guest are invited to enjoy a delicious meal prepared by The Schnitzel Trailer. Entree 
choices: Option A: german Mixed Meat Loaf with Signature Brown Onion Gravy OR Option B: Fine 

White Bratwurst from Geiers. Please let us know your choice in your RSVP.

RSVP by March 14th to Barb Slater at (941) 748-9100 ext. 110

4105 Cortez Rd. W., Bradenton, FL 34210

In this issue we are recognizing 
one of our Habitat Young 
Professionals, Shawna Malecki, 
whose incredible dedication to Habitat’s mission 
got her elected as Chairperson for Habitat Young 
Professionals 2019. Shawna is a graduate of the 
University of Central Florida and has 13 years in the 
field of marketing, and currently is the Director of 
Marketing Operations for Greenway Health. 

“I’m a lifelong Manatee County resident and I love 
everything it has to offer. I feel honored to be a part of 
HYP and believe we can strengthen our community 
through service.  When not volunteering for HYP, I 
love to be on the water fishing or outdoors with my 
family. I also enjoy reading, yoga, journaling and 
UCF Knights football.”

Volunteer proFIle:
Shawna Malecki


